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1. SUMMARY: SENATOR MATHIAS MADE SHORT VISIT TO DAMASCUS 
JANUARY 25. HE HAD MEETINGS WITH SEVERAL SENIOR SARG OFFICIALS 
INCLUDING SPEAKER OF SYRIAN PEOPLE'S COUNCIL MOHAMMAD ALI 
HALABI, MIN. OF ECONOMY AND FOREIGN TRADE MOHAMMAD IMADI, 

AND FOREIGN MINISTER ABDUL HALIM KHADDAM. HOPED FOR VISIT WITH 
PRESIDENT ASAD NOT POSSIBLE DUE TO PRESIDENT S ABSENCE FROM 
CAPITAL FOR BROTHER'S FUNERAL IN LATAKIA. VISIT WAS USEFUL AND 
GAVE ADDITIONAL EVIDENCE TO SARG THAT U.S. LEADERS CONCERNED 
ABOUT M.E. SITUATION AND SPECIFICALLY SYRIAN POSITION. END 
SUMMARY. 

2. SENATOR MATHIAS ARRIVED JANUARY 25 FOR EIGHT HOUR VISIT TO 
SYRIA CAPITAL. HE MET AT AIRPORT BY ABDUL NAFAI SIBAAI, 

CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE COMMITTEE OF SYRIAN PEOPLE'S COUNCI. 
SENATOR PROCEEDED ALMOST IMMEDIATELY FOR APPOINTMENT WITH 
MINISTER OF ECONOMY MOHAMMAD IMADI. THEIR CONVERSATIONS WERE 
ON SARG EFFORTS TO DEVELOP SYRIAN ECONOMY AND U.S. ASSISTANCE. 
IMADI MADE POINT THAT HE HOPED FOR SWIFT MOVES TOWARD PEACE TO 
ENABLE MORE OF SYRIAN BUDGET TO GO FOR DEVELOPMENT 
EFFORTS. HE AGAIN EXPRESSED HOPE FOR MORE INTEREST BY 
AMERICAN FIRMS IN SYRIA. MINISTER NOTED SYRIA'S FOREIGN DEBT 
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EXPORTS, MAKING SYRIAN AN EXCELLENT CREDIT RISK. 

3. LUNCH HOSTED BY AMBASSADOR HAMUD SHUFI, DIRECTOR OF 
AMERICAN SECTION IN MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. OTHER GUESTS 
INCLUDED OFFICIALS FROM MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS AND 
PEOPLE S COUNCIL. DISCUSSION FOLLOWING LUNCH CENTERED ON ROLE 
U.S. MAY PLAY IN REACHING M.E. SETTLEMENT WITH SYRIANS 
COMING DOWN HARD THAT U.S. EXPECTED TO PLAY MAJOR ROLE 
PARTICULARLY VIS-A-VIS ISRAELI ATTITUDES TOWARD SETTLEMENT 
WITH ARABS. 

4. SENATOR HAD CORDIAL ONE AND HALF HOUR CONVERSATION WITH 
FOREIGN MINISTER KHADDAM. KHADDAM MADE ROUGHLY SAME POINTS AS 
HE HAD EARLIER IN WEEK TO SENATOR PERCY THAT ARABS WANT 

PEACE BUT THAT PRESENT ISRAELI ATTITUDES TOWARD FULL WITHDRAWAL 
AND PLO SEEMED TO LEAVE LITTLE HOPE FOR SUCCESS THROUGHT 
NEGOTIATIONS (HIGHLIGHTS SEPTEL.) 

5. SARG CONTROLLED PRESS REPORTED ALL OF SENATOR S CALLS ON 
SYRIAN OFFICIALS INCLUDING PICTURE OF SENATOR WITH FOREIGN 
MINISTER. 

6. COMMENT: THROUGH VISIT EXTREMELY SHORT AND HURRIED, 

IT WAS VALUABLE AS FURTHER EVIDENCE TO SYRIANS THAT MANY 
LEADERS OF USG ARE CONCERNED ABOUT M.E. AND INTERESTED 
IN ARAB, INCLUDING SYRIAN POINT OF VIEW. 
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